Building on UAE history
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Abu Dhabi stands Qasr Al Hosn, the about historical sites such as Qasr Al Hosn. festival,” Normand tells 7DAYS. “The showis a

capital’s oldest architectural structure. There are 150 historic buildings in the unique theatrical experience that features a
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witness the renovation of

cement that was applied to
the fort, one of the main

conserve the historic fort in
the 1980s: the aim is to reveal
the original coral and sea
stone used in its traditional
construction.

The secretive project will be
unveiled by Abu Dhabi
Tourism and Culture
Authority at this year's Qasr
Al Hosn Festival, where parts of the historic
structure will be open to the
public for guided tours.

"Before we can take the steps to
conserve the site, we have to
investigate how the fort developed
over time, identify what the
conservation issues are, outline a
conservation management plan, then /

/
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figure out the necessary strategies
and policies,” explains archaeologist |
Peter Sheehan, who has been
involved in the Qasr Al Hosn
project since 2007. “To value
something, you first need to
understand it. When the
public becomes familiar
with historical

buildings such as

Qasr Al Hosn,

they will start

to value and

look after

them.

FACELIFT: The cement
applied in the 1980s to
protect the fort is now being
removed, with festival
visitors given the chance to
watch the conservation L . 3

experts at work \



